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JPENING OF NEW THEATRE
AT MSIDA

By A STAF¥F

REPORTER

On Monday evening Malta’s newest and up-te-date

inoma ---

the Lyric Theatre at Ms.da

.-- was ciremonially

pened when His Excellency the Governor, Sir Gecrald Creasy,
ut the ribbon holding the proscenium curtains.

Through the generosity of
he owners of the new cine-
na, Mr. J. Filletti and his
.ons, the proceeds of the open-
ng show — Paramount Pic-
ures' film  “Samson and
delilah” — were devoted to
he Malta Playing Fields As-
;ociation and it has been
igreed that the money will be
iopiied to the benefit of the
VMisida District Committee
vhen a suitable ground has
jeen found in the district.

Covernor’s Arrival

The cinema was packed to
~apacity when His Excellency
arrived and was greeted by
Lt, Col. J.V. Abela, the Chalr-
man of the Malta Playing
Fields Association Lady
Creasy was presented with a
bougquet by Miss Georgette
Filletti, the grand-daughter
of the owner.

Colonel Abela then intro-
duced Mr. J. Cassar Naudi,
th Chairman of the Msida
District Committee, who in
turn introduced Mr. J. Filletti
and his six sons. the owners
of the new cinema, Mr. G.J.
Galea, BSc.. BE& A A& CE.
tne architect responsible for
the theatre, and membters of
the District Committee.

In a short speech from the
stage Mr. Cassar Naudi re-
terred to the part that sport
plays in the development of
a man's character and * de-
plored the fact that, owing to
the lack of facilities in Malta,
children have to resort to
playing in the streets “there-
by rendering themselves a
nuisance to the community
no:. to mention the possibility
of road accidents.” Mr. Cas-
sar Naudi then pointed out
that the Maita Playing Fields
Association is cndeavouring
to remedy this deficiency by
acquiring suitabie sites ip
vvery village and town and
turning them into playing
fields.

Parish Priest's H elp

Mr. Naudi emphasized the
work that had been done by
the Msida District Committee
and the great help and ins-
piration that it had gained
trom the Parish Priest, whe
has agred to sit on the com-
mittee as Honorary President.

It was unfortunate that a
suitable site, which had beer
approved by the M.P. F. A,
Executive Committee, had not
been available owineg to cir-
cumstances outside the Com-
mittee control and. Mr. Naudi
said, “other factors have ren-
dered it impossible fer the
Association to acquire the site
unless the Governinent i

prepared to intervene. If Gov-
ernment docs not help, Msida
will never he able to boast o1
.3 cwn playground .

His Exccliency in a short
rep.y said that in cne 1-:spect
he was attending the Lycic
Theatre under false pretences.
“I so very rarely go to tae
cinema and am so far from
being a film fan that it is
perhaps a little strange that
I should now be opening
Malta's latest cinema.” Sir
Gerald Creasy complimented
Mr. Filletti for his enterprise
and thanked him for his ge-
nerosity in giving the pro-
ceeds of the opening show to
the M.PFA.

His Excellency rpointed out
that the Association had been
in existence for just over a
year. but despite its hard
work it had not 3.t been able
1o open its first ground. Never-
theiess he hoped that within
a few months the first ground
would be recady and  that
from then on there wou.d be
a steady stream of  ground:
being or¢med  n differen:
parts of the Isiand,

Cutting the Tape
His Exceliency then sa:d:
I feel that I must aad s»me-
thing to what Mr Cassar
Nauai has jus: 3a.d. Spor: iz
no: svlely the prerogative of
men and boys. Playing telds
must also serve girls and heip
to train the womon cof
morrow in the spirit of

To-

fam

work.” His Exceilency's rtr-
marks were greeted with  u
round of applause. He 'hen

cut the tape holding the npro-
scenium curta:ns and deciar-
ed the cinema opel.

Tire Lyric Theatre at Msid:
was desizned by Mr. GJ.
Galea. A.&.CE. who was a.s»
responsible for the Mikaco
Theatre at St. Paul's Bay ard
other buildings.

Gratitude is due 1o the pro-
prietors and management of
the Lyric Theatre. Moessrs. J.
Filletti. for having placed the
theatre at the disposal of the
Malta Playinz Fields Associa-
tion. The WMsida Committee
of the M.P.F.A. were respon-
sible for all the arrange-
ments connected with the filin
show at the Lyric when Pa-
ramount’s “Samson and De-
lflah” kindly lnaned by the
Malta United Film Corpora-
t:on. was shown.

It was generally felt that
arrangements for seating the
gues's were open to much
improvement and another
point of criticism was the
omission of the Hymn of
Malta on the arrival of the
Hon. the Prime Minister at
the show.
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Hore's News..,

BEECHAM'S PILLS ARE

The world famous Beecham’s Pilis are now Smooth
This new smooth coating contains no
sugar and it dissolves almost as soon as the pills
reach the stomach, thus permitting the full
medicinal benefit to take effect. In Smooth Coated
Beecham'’s Pills you have the same quality, the same
reliable efficacy, the same gentle, unfailing action.

“The gentle, effective

SMOOTH COATED

reliable laxative . . .

ms Pills
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Seen at the Larie Fheatre

M-y
Association teft to right, Mr.G o J. Galea: Lt Col J. V. Abely . Mr
1. £ Sir Gerald Creasy; Mr. J. Cassar Naudi: Miss V. Attard

durinz the showe hield o
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tiae Slait, Plaving Fields
S hiftettn. Lady Creasy;
and Mr. V. H Filletti

PORT WORKERS SCHEME

UNION'S INFLUENCE IN ORGANIZATION

By A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

PRt

Such a scheme was only partially successful. It worked fairly well so far as all general
curgd WOrKers and bulk cargo port labourers wire concerned. The men were organized

1RO gangs and later on they
and tc deal with emplcyers on thsir behaif.
them In the case of cca! workers and bulk cargo stevedores,

appcinted a manager to take
This manager

wWis nog eompieted and the pre-war yvotem crept in again.

It was only recently that an
atlempt was made 10 organ-
ize bu'k cargy stevedores in-
t» zangs wourking on a pro-
per oroster similar to thap of
gernral cargo  workers, Tho
pusition amongst cnal wark-
vry iy Sl being examined.

DECASUALISATICN

In a3 sense. therefore, i
could  be taken that  paroe
workers in the por: of Maita
had evolved a system ©f  de-
casualisation of the wWorkK, a-
leasy I oso far as  zcenera:l
cargo and part of bulk cargo
were concerned. The handi-

WEDDING
BORC-PISANI

The marriage took place on
Sunday morning at S8arria
Church, Fioriana, between
Mr. Carmel B:rg. Ph.C.. .on
of Mr. and Mrs. C. Borg of
Cathedral Street, Sliema and
Miss May Pisani. daughter of
the late Mr. Carmel Pisani
and of Mrs. Pisani of Gun-
layer Square, Floriana.

The Rev. Father Joseph
Borg Hampton, uncle of the
bride. officiated at the cere-

mony and celebrated Nuptial
Mass.

The bride was given away
by her uncle, Mr. Paul Borg.
and wore a beautiful gown of
white fallle with the skirt fall-
ing into a full train, and a
silk tulle veil which was held
in place by an embroidered
Juliet cap. For ornament
she wore her mother's gift of
diamond earrings and she
carried a bouquet of arum

lilies.
Her sister. Miss Gladys
Pisani, and her cousin. Miss

Joyce Pisani, were in attend-
ance as bridesmaids dressed
in white and silver crepe
frocks with halo headdresses
and they carried bouquets of
pink stocks.

Mr. Anthony Darmenia,
Ph.C.. and Mr Emmanuel
Pisani were the witnesses,
athile  Dr. Anton  Agius

Ferrante, M.D., acted as best
man.

After the receotion which
was held at the Hotel Phoeni-
cia. the bride and groom left
for their honeymoon which
{s being spent on the Con-
tinrent, the bride wearing a
fur cape over an almond-
green woollen  dress  which
went with black accessories.

irz ~f such cargn by a lUmit-
¢4 number 0l Mmen  Was
eTuT . afford a livelinocod
tootn fngaged in it

Th.- :ituation is  different

~e 0f the bulx cargo

who, owing 1o
rganization. have

alowed to grow .arger

pn

ang larger n number. there
be.rng at the moment about

600 bulk cargo stevedores to
handie under 100.000 <ons an-
nuya.ly. The situation
amongst cnal port worgers is
more invalved.

Tre organization of the
port workers, due to the in-
tiuence of the Genera! Work-
ers’ Urion and to the weak-
Nnegs ¢! otiier arrangements.
¢oveloped rather one-sidedly
after the war. Many decisions
were tiKen by the trade union

in an endeavour to protect
very rightly the  workers.
These decigions eventually

became customs of the port,
which i1 is now difficult 1o
change.

WORK STOPPAGES

In spite of the efforts of the
trade union officials to con-
duct negotiations over any
matter in dispute in an ap-
propriate manner, work stop-
pages cften occurred during
which every man invoived in
a dispute had his say. and
before the dispute was settled
in a manner satisfactory to
the men, the port remained
idle,

Combplaints were often
heard from employers that
the new system for the em-
ployment of general cargo
port workers was conducive
to a breakdown of discipline
besides resulting in damage
to cargo and loss of time.

That damage to cargo did
occur there can be no doubt.
and that it docs in a small

charge of the roster
also collected wages

system
dus to
however. the regiztration

PERE]

manner sl occur iy also 1rile
as it i3 Irue in all ports. But

a Cour: of Inquiry appointed
by 1he Minister :0r Emigra-
tion and Labour to investi-
gate alegations of damage
L) €argo by por: workKers de-
c.ared that the situation in
Malia has improved :n re-
Cent yYearls.

WORKERS' COMPLAINT

On the c¢ther hand e
worxers often nad occasiyn wo
comp.ain that employers were
not engaging registered port
workers for the handling of
cargy. Tne workers feared
that this was a suodversive
attack on the system which
<hey had created for their
own protection and maziters
came to a head in 1949.

Ag regards the charges of
lack of discipline the workers
tarough their union offered
that a discipiinary board
composed 0f 3 representative
of employers sitting with one
of the workers, with the
Director of Labour as chair-
man, should be set up to deal
with all disciplinary matters,
An attempt was made to have
this board function but ow-
ing to the non-cooperation
of employers it broke down.

CFINEST ALGERIAN WINES |
% LUNG FRERES
| ROYAL KEBIR RED
KEBIR IMPERIAL WHITE :

i 3/6d. per bottle
Sole Agents

CAPT. A. CARUANA
12. KINGSWAY, VALE'I'I‘A;

Piano

~ KNIGHTS HALL, VALETTA

by MARIA TIPO

TOMORROW at 7 p.m.

Booking open at 104, St. John's Square, Valetta
'Phone: Valetta 3366

Transport will be available from
Kingsgate to Knights Hali and vice-versa

Recital ‘




